Mehdl Elezl 
Tia Monalda 6 r 
Florence, Italy 






April 30, 1955 



Dear Mr. Dostl , 

I wish to ioform you that oa Aprtl 22 of thia year I had 
the good fortune to leave Tugoslavia and enter Italy. For 
the present I an in Florence and 1 believe I will renain hare 
for a tins. 

With this letter I will give you a brief sunary nention- 
ing that ny brother Cen Slesi has died as well as the sufferings 
of ay fanilr and ayself personally. p^jaBeai 

Fron the year 1946 until August of 1946, 1 was in the nountaiiytB Maaq^ 
along with ay brother Cen and sone other friends. We fought in 'Khaanss^ 
the aountalns of Dibra against Coaaunlsa. During this tlaa gpt 

we suffered beeause the pursuit was close. The fact is that the mbsubv 
S ecurity Police have aercUessly executed aany of our friends. n n H 
They eaq>loy»d the pretext that our friends had sheltered escppees P iJ b m H 
like ourselves. W 

3h June ot the year 1946 when the Ihgoslav govemnent cane 
out against Russia and the present govemnent of Urana, it ereatedn^HCa 
an organisation which it could have at Its disposition. Its 
prograa was uprising in Albania since the tine was thought to 

be nost favorable. The norale of the people and the amy In n 

Albania was extreaaly low. Mu s nria 

In the nonth of Jtily, 1946, we traveled the enttte area of 
Peahkopia. We went to the siountains of Recfal, Oardh, Lur, Inn 
and others. We returned to the Slova area. We nade contact 
and fomsd a staff In the village of Selane, an hour fron. npSBV 

Peahkopia, and quite a suitable spot. After this organlsatloa. wewwBP * 

we were ;^ced with the najor need of finding guns and aananltlon. •"wnfllui 

▼ary rarely could there be found Ixt a village one or two rifles. _ 

And these ware usually rusty. Thus, in this critical situation, B vrW 
we were faced with the problen of eras and nunitlon. We had no 
ties with western peoples. Vor had we news fron the outside. 

Tine would not 'wait for us. HJ|^| 

The difficulty of the situation conpelled us to contact, 
through Aqlf Lleshl. the Yugoslav govemnent to secure guns end S3 mB 
awunltlon. Tbs Belgmde mvemnent gmeted our proposal with - 
satisfaction^ Within two days thqy sent a delemtlon ecm>osed of 
three offloars: one colonel, one i^or and one ueutenan^ 
accoapanlad by Mustafa Lleshl, the son of Aqlf Ueahl. Tbs three 
Xttgoslav officers were connected with the Ministry of Intemal 
Affairs and worn trusted nan of Alexander Baakovlc (7) and ware 
coneemod with tbs question of Albania. We net with than cacratly 
In the village Shamlte near the Yugoslav border. 

OB our side were Can. Dan Yalloshi and six other friends fron 
the aountalns. The Yugoslav colonel spoke. Tbs Inteipmter was 
Mustafa Lleshl. The eolonsl welccawd thna to Ibgsslav soil. 

Re said that he had been sent directly by the Ministry of Intemal 
AYfalrs: by Sankovic hiaself . The Yugoslav govemasnt was ready 



to give Fuiis and aanunltlon sad any other assistance but with 
the jcondltloa that an agresnsat be aimed la Shkqpl. The agres n e nt 
was to be signed on the Yugoslav behaU by a general sent direetlv 
ho Shknp and oa our behalf by Cen Bleii. Tbs colonel spoke harshly 
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of Russia and Its policies and praised the inglo-Aiaericans* After 
the Colonel, the oajor spoke. He attacked Enrer Hoxha strongly 
and the men in his clique. He praised Ball! Koabetar and its 
leaders saying *we are closely united with the Americans. We 
hare rejected the red star of Moscow along with the portraits 
of Stalin. In our armies we hare American organisors.** 

At their proposal we went to Shlnipi. On the foUowing day 
we were iaeited to dinner (a banquet) giren by the general from 
Belgaade. We were arrested. I will speak more broadly of this 
since I h&rm aiueh to say. I will tell you the truth. We %fere 
badly mistaken. We Mid dearly for our mistakes. The betrayal 
was Aqif Ueshi*s and his son's, Mustafa. If we had not entered 
lugosiaT soil we mii^t hare been able to play a gx*eat role in 
Albania which might hare resulted in the organisation of a 
resistance moTement against Communism. 

Ceni died in prison in Shkupi An May IS, 1949* Dan Kalloshi 
also died in prison in JUly of 19^* After them many other Albanian 
escapees died in lUgoslar tearritory. Some of them died because of 
their sufferings, we may say eren for the lack of noorishBMnt. 

Z was freed from prison along with some others on February 22, 19$1* 
ngamlmg eond itioos isTO sed uDon Albanians i n YttmosIaTia I 



not write 

nnar ^greex X nare seTsn y phews and 
rigorous young men, ready ^or action. Besides these in the "Uugor" 
there are a great majority of the emigrants who are seeking to 
leare lugoslaria. They lire in misery. The conditions of 
foods, housing are miserable. 

We beg that you intercede with the Amsrican friends so that 

pie might hare the right to leare Tugoslarla and enter Italy. 
-nPiiDMr.j to firm ran a report of th> Balerad. 

nf in M axao aoj.. m report to yog 

Iingn ^nrin crying M 

In all or tlwlr eonferaaees toej sp««ic aguAst Bau.1 Koaoaur and 
th. HCFA* I fe«I the abaolut. n.ed of Mating you personally wfasn 
sTor you nay plan to rlalt Italy . Please let as know. I an rery 
depressed because of the mUaatUamx condition of our friends still 
in Tugoslarla since they are not cared for. I aa nctreasly grlcTod 
at iMmlng here in Italy that there are aleunderstendlnge and 
dirlsiona aaong the grdnpa and parties. These things are bad for ns 
and pleasing to the goremaents of Tirana and Belgrade. 

Concerning ay own situation here, I beg that you will interest 
yourself since I aa in rery difficult financial straits. I appeal 
only to you because I hare always had a great deal of respect for you. 

1 assure you» by ay word of honor, that our Albanian hoaeland 
will always find as ready to rise for it aa ans_Baaanh^ " 

1 navd' Nddni news ct AlBU'la froa z a cousin of alne who lately 
eaae out of Albania Into Thgoslavia. He was eondsansd to fire resrs 
laprlsonaent in Tirana. I was not able to take notes aa ha apoKS 
sines I was afraid of being Marched. He has fought rigorously against 
Dttsban Ifhgoshi. I will infora yon of srerythlng. Por the present I 
Halt ^rself to this. Hy warMst regaz*ds 

Hshdi Blesi 
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•mary 22, 
aa in lUggigUTlr 
»llugiMf_Qf Qerore 
.ffidau.. They 



t^sc^peopi 




